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Jazzing up a bathroom doesn’t 
just mean spending big on 
a feature or coloured tiles. 
Bathroom storage, while 
practical, can also become a 
design highlight. 

Rietveld Architects Head Interior 
Designer Andrea Martinez said 
that while a bathroom could be a 
place to relax and unwind, its main 
purpose was to be a functional 
space for the whole family. 

“Bathrooms are often a multi-user 
room with one or more people 
using it for diff erent purposes,” she 
said.

According to Ms Martinez, it is 
important to think about more 
than how products are going to 
be stored and used in a bathroom 
– functionality is key to a good 
design. 

“Consider exactly what you need 
to store and how often you need to 
access those items,” she said.

“Consider the ergonomics of access, 
how zoning storage in a bathroom 
is used to best eff ect and make sure 
you include enough power points.” 

Ms Martinez said while a couple of 
drawers could provide a little extra 
storage, there were some creative 
ways to artfully hide the clutter, as 
well as elevate the design.

“Face-level shaving cabinets are 
fabulous, as they conceal all of 

our messy everyday items behind 
mirrored doors,” she said.

“We like to recess shaving cabinets 
into the wall so that they don’t 
protrude into the room.

“Installing tall cabinetry wall-to-wall 
and fl oor-to-ceiling is a clever way 
to make a large wall of cabinets 
look like custom wall panelling.

“If you are installing a toilet with 
a concealed cistern and a wall-
mounted fl ush plate above the pan, 
consider building the concealed 
cistern into a wall of cabinetry, 

then either side of the toilet pan 
you can have fl oor-to-ceiling 
shallow cabinets.”

Ms Martinez said sometimes 
the best way to store items in a 
bathroom was to have them on 
display.

“Often we will use a mix of open 
and concealed storage solutions for 
maximum fl exibility, effi  ciency and 
aesthetics,” she said.

“Open shelving is perfect for 
decorative items such as candles, 
perfume bottles and plants.

“Greenery in the bathroom is a 

trend gaining momentum, following 

the return to popularity of indoor 

plants.

“A bath-side stool for a towel and a 

good book with a glass of wine is a 

really nice styling moment that is 

also very practical.” 

According to Ms Martinez, a 

stocktake of all the bathroom 

products and gadgets, including 

those of the children, is essential 

to creating eff ective, user-friendly 

storage solutions.

“Categorise everything into 

everyday items, occasional 

items, linens and personal care 

appliances, so you can see how 

much storage you will need to 

accommodate everything,” she said.

“Consider drawers with power 

points to house small personal care 

appliances, add adjustable shelving 

in shaving cabinets for electric 

toothbrushes and shavers, and 

don’t forget a small bin.

“Having clearly nominated shelves 

or drawers is a great way to keep 

kids organised and their individual 

belongings housed in their own 

space.”
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Whether they are used to create 
a grand entrance into a home 
or designed to cleverly connect 
living areas, staircases should 
not only look good, they should 
always have a focus on safety.

Atrium Homes Sales and Marketing 
Director Daniel Marcolina said a 
jaw-dropping staircase could be a 
feature of any home when it was 
set in a prominent location and 
a creative shape with diff erent 
materials and colours had been 
applied to its design.

However, to ensure its 
functionality, Mr Marcolina off ered 
some tried-and-true methods for a 
safe and useable staircase.

“Incorporate a landing, so that if 
there is a mishap, the fall is not as 
long as it would be on a staircase 
with no landings or no change in 
direction,” he said. 

“Consider installing a handrail 
with rounded edges to avoid any 
accidents and a softer, non-slippery 
fl oor covering on the staircase.

“Along with installing a softer, 
non-slippery fl oor coverings on the 
staircase in case an accident does 
occur. 

“Increase the depth and width of the 
treads, as they can provide comfort 
and more confi dence with children 

in the early stages of walking.” 

Mr Marcolina said a staircase that 
catered to a wide variety of ages 
could add a considerable amount of 
value to a home.

“A modern, child-friendly staircase  
results in it being easier to traverse 
on so, in theory, it’s benefi cial for 
all ages,” he said.

“A contemporary staircase can 
create another focal point or feature 
to any home and, given it’s ease of 
use, it would only make sense that it 
would add value to a home.”

For new homebuilders looking at 
installing a staircase, Mr Marcolina 
off ered some fi nal tips for creating 
a secure yet stylish set of stairs.

“Consider the positioning of safety 
barriers to prevent access to the 
staircase,” he said. 

“When deciding on what fl oor 
covering to install on the staircase, 
avoid using a material that can be 
slippery when wet.

“Using a diff erent coloured material 
on the fi rst step can make it stand 
out, which helps to avoid any 
incidents, especially if the fi rst step 
is larger than the staircase itself.”
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Taking steps in the right direction for staircase safety

Make a splash with clever storage 

Custom bathroom designed 
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Custom build by 
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