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Bringing a slice of the outdoors 

into a new build can be tricky, 

but internal courtyards can do 

this seamlessly by providing 

plenty of natural light while 

simultaneously incorporating a 

striking aesthetic feature. 

Internal courtyards are contained 

outdoor spaces made up of 

transparent walls, which can be one 

of the more expensive qualities of 

a home.

However, when executed correctly, 

they can change the abode’s entire 

look, feel and fl ow.

Atrium Homes Sales and Marketing 

Director Daniel Marcolina said 

internal courtyards were appealing 

because they created another visual 

interest within the home.

“They can be practical, as they are 

a great way of introducing natural 

light in the home and they break up 

mass lengths of walls,” he said. 

Webb & Brown-Neaves 

Innovation and New Product 

Designer Joseph Calasara said 

internal courtyards changed the 

dynamic of a home’s layout.  

“It breaks long and narrow 

corridors, and allows air and light 

to the central part of the house 

which, otherwise, has no-or-limited 

access to it,” he said. 

“The visual impact of an internal 

courtyard changes the outlook of 

the home. 

“It creates a natural view and 

breathing spaces accessible 

from most parts of the home, 

as it is directly connected in an 

interior space.”

Due to the way central courtyards 

are built, there can be some 

diffi  culties with maintenance and 

design, so it is important to think 

about the logistics and whether the 

courtyard will be functional in the 

home.

“You need to consider how you’ll 

be able to manage the rainwater 

from the roof cover as, generally 

speaking, internal courtyards are 

usually created to introduce natural 

light into the home, which limits 

the placement of downpipes due 

to the amount of windows,” Mr 

Marcolina said. 

“Internal courtyards also increase 

the size of the home, as you will 

need to allow access and passage 

around the area.”

Mr Calasara said an internal 

courtyard could greatly benefi t 

overall energy costs. 

“Aside from its visual appeal 

and opportunity to create an 

extra functioning space, internal 

courtyards increase natural 

ventilation and brings in natural 

light, which will help in lowering 

the cost of energy use.”

Mr Marcolina said it was important 

to work out why you desired an 

internal courtyard. 

“Once you have worked that out, 

you’ll be better equipped to locate 

the internal courtyard to address 

the reason why you want one and, 

more importantly, help you execute 

an internal courtyard in the design 

process,” he said. 

These courtyards can be a 

showstopper when implemented 

correctly, but the cost varies 

depending on the size of the space 

and what features are incorporated. 

“They can easily add an 

additional $15,000 due to the 

extra perimeter, feature windows 

and doors typically used in an 

internal courtyard, without even 

considering what feature you’re 

including in the area,” Mr Marcolina 

said. 

On the other hand, Mr Calasara 

said an internal courtyard could 

actually be less expensive than fi rst 

thought. 

“It depends on the level of detail 

and specifi cation, and how the 

internal courtyard is in relation to 

the main build,” he said,

“Often this unroofed area will 

have less cost per square metre in 

comparison to the house build.”

According to Mr Marcolina, internal 

courtyards can be worth the cost if 

you are struggling to bring natural 

light into your home, or would like 

to incorporate another feature or 

living area in the house. 

“They can create another living 

zone by incorporating a seating 

area with a fi repit within the 

internal courtyard,” he said, adding 

that people often liked to include 

feature trees and ponds.

Considering the busy and 

technology-heavy lives many 

Western Australians fi nd 

themselves in, Mr Calasara said 

these spaces could make for a 

tranquil escape within the confi nes 

of one’s own home.  

“Internal courtyard serve as a 

private sanctuary in the home,” he 

said. “It provides a lot of benefi ts – 

from a resting area away from busy 

life and technology, to a wellness 

space or a zone where family can 

gather together.”

CONTACT
Atrium Homes, 6310 8888
www.atriumgroupwa.com.au

Webb & Brown-Neaves, 9208 9000
www.wbhomes.com.au

Coveting the internal courtyard

4 EXPERT ADVICE
The Highline by Webb & Brown-Neaves. 

The Long Island by Atrium Homes. 


